Dear people who aren't physically disabled who plan to write fantasy 


settings: 


Saying the 
existance of 
magic in your 
setting means 
there are no 
disabled people 


(This literally just means disabled 
people are killed. Aka eugenics) 


Having disabled 
people who use 
magical mobility 
aids and other 
assistive devices. 


Realizing that someone is still 
disabled even if their 
prosthetic arm is made of 
magic instead of plastic. 


Geordi la Forge is 
still literally 
disabled. His visor 
helping him does 
not erase his 
disability and make 
him magically 
abled. 


Toph from Avatar: The 
Last Airbender is still 
literally disabled even 
though her 
Earthbending helps 
her. It does not make 
her disability 
~magically~ go away. 


Having your disability 
be accomodated does 
not mean the disability 
goes away. Having a 
prosthetic hand, even 
one that's made of 
magic, one does not 
mean you're not 
disabled. 


Magical mobility aids do not 
mean disabled people don't 
exist. It just means they use 
magical mobility aids instead 
of plastic or metal ones. A 
limb made of magic is still a 
prosthetic even if it's made 
of the soul of the universe 
instead of plastic and metal. 


“There's no disabled 
people because 
magic" 


"Magic helps disabled 
people in a variety of 
ways" 


[ID: Several images taken from the Geordi La Forge yes and no 
meme format, with Geordi holding out a hand disapprovingly for 


the no section, then pointing in approval for the yes section. 


The first image 1s the meme: 


No: "Saying the existance of magic in your setting means there 
are no disabled people (this literally just means disabled people 
are killed. AKA eugenics)" 


Yes: "Having disabled people who use magical mobility aids and 
other assistive devices. Realizing that someone is still disabled 


! 


even if their prosthetic arm is made of magic instead of plastic. 


This is followed by four more panels of yes section: 


"Geordi la Forge is still literally disabled. His visor helping him 


does not erase his disability and make him magically abled." 


"Toph from Avatar: The Last Airbender is still literally disabled 
even though her Earthbending helps her. It does not make her 
disability ~magically~ go away." 


"Having your disability be accomodated does not mean the 
disability goes away. Having a prosthetic hand, even one that's 


made of magic, does not mean you're not disabled." 


"Magical mobility aids do not mean disabled people don't exist. 


It just means they use magical mobility aids instead of plastic or 


metal ones. A limb made of magic is still a prosthetic even if it's 


made of the soul of the universe instead of plastic and metal." 


Then another no panel: "'There's no disabled people beacuse 


magic". 


Then one last yes panel: "Magic helps disabled people in a 


variety of ways". 


End ID.] 


This also applies to science fiction; just because Luke Skywalker's 
prosthetic hand is super advanced doesn't mean it's no longer a 
prosthetic, or that he's not disabled. Same with Darth Vader - just 
because he has a suit that lets him breathe and walk around doesn't 
mean he's not disabled. (And Star Wars' propensity for making the 
villains visibly disabled while the heroes disabilities get covered up 
by super advanced prosthetics is a topic that deserves its own post, 
especially with how ableist some of the authors of the books are. 


Troy Denning is especially ableist) 


Edit: 


Because people keep being fucking obnoxious and ableist in the 
tags, yes,,, motherfuckers, if you refuse to have disabled people in 
your setting, that does make you fucking ableist. If you say that the 
magic is used to cure all disabled people and that's why they don't 


exist, that's fucking eugenics. 


wen 


You cannot ""cure"", more like remove all disabilities without 
fucking eugenics. Magically automatically destroying disabled 


fetuses (a very fucking popular trope!) is eugenics. 


The only way to fucking "cure" autism 1s to fucking kill all autistic 


people, also known as eugenics! 


What about people with PTSD? Do you just fucking brainwash them 


so they aren't traumatized anymore? 


Do you force all Deaf people to be able to hear? Do you force all 
blind people to be able to see? Do you force all anosmics to be able 


to smell? 


Do you magically force everyone with a speech impediment to speak 


to your standards? 


Do you force everyone born with bodily or facial differences to live 


up to your fucking standard of beauty? 


You cannot fucking say "disablities don't exist in this universe 
because magic cures everything" without inherently saying that 


eugenics exists in your fucking universe. 


en 


Not all fucking disabilities need a cure. If you ""cured"" my autism 
I'd just be fucking dead. You'd literally just be changing me into 


what you think is fucking acceptable. 


Stop fucking arguing in defence of ableists on my fucking post so 
you can pretend that eugenics has never been written about in 


magical settings when it is extremely fucking prevalent. 


And while we're fucking at it, let your gods damned characters 
become disabled over the course of their story, and call them 
disabled within the fucking story. I don't care if they're a robot. I 
don't care if they have magic. Not all fucking damage can be fixed. 
Curses exist. Hardware can go out of fucking date and no longer be 


manufactured anywhere. 


Let your characters become disabled and do not magically fucking 


cure them back to brand new every single time they get hurt. The 


only thing you accomplish by doing that is destroying any chance of 


ever having stakes. 


No, "magical healing leaves scars on the mind from the memory of 
the injuries though!!!!" is not fucking good enough. Let your 
characters have scars. Let them become disabled. Stop being fucking 


ableist cowards. 


Edit number fucking 2: 


No, motherfuckers, you do not get to comment "if the disability was 
caused by magic it's not ableist to cure it with magic". You are the 
ableist this post is about. Shut the absolute fuck up, stop treating 
being disabled as the worst possible outcome, and just admit you're a 
fucking ableist. If you don't want your characters to become 
disabled, then don't fucking make them disabled. 


[ID: The Garfield "you are not immune to propaganda" meme, 


now edited to read: 


"If your first thought upon reading this post is, 'Oh, but it's okay 
to magically cure disabilities caused by magic!' Congrats...you 


are the exact sort of ableist jackass this post is about." 


End ID.] 


Edit number fucking 3: 


Autistic people exist! People who are born with disabilities exist! 
You cannot create a setting where disabled people do not exist 
because we're all "cured" or "fixed" and not inherently say that you 
are killing disabled people as soon as they're born, or fucking 
aborting us as soon as you figure out we'd be born disabled! That's 


fucking eugenics! 


There is no way to "cure" autism without eugenics! There 1s no way 
to "cure" people with body differences without eugenics! There is no 
way to make disabled people nonexistant in your setting without 
eugenics! Thinking you can and should "cure" and "fix" all 
disabilities IS EUGENICS! 


Also: 


SHUT UP ABOUT Dungeons and Dragons! 

SHUY UP ABOUT Dungeons and Dragons! 
If the rules of Dungeons and Dragons are ableist, then 
fucking change them! It is your fucking personal 
responsability to be a better person than your bigoted 
society wants you to be! 


[ID: A character shouting at the camera, now edited to read: "Shut up 
about Dungeons and Dragons! Shut up about Dungeons and 
Dragons! If the rules of Dungeons and Dragons are ableist, then 
fucking change them! It is your fucking personal responsability to be 


a better person than your bigoted society wants you to be!". End ID. | 


| don't fucking know or care about Dungeons and Dragons. 
This post is not about Dungeons and Dragons. 


Do not fucking throw the rulebook of Dungeons and Dragons 
at me like it's some sort of "Gotcha!". 


You will literally just be blocked like the rest of the ableist assholes 
who've already tried it. 


If you play Dungeons and Dragons, it's your responsability 
to make your games not be ableist, even if it means 
breaking the rules. 


[ID: White text on a dark brown background with white and black 


borders around the edges, that reads: 


"I don't fucking know or care about Dungeons and Dragons. 


This post is not about Dungeons and Dragons. 


Do not fucking throw the rulebook of Dungeons and Dragons at 


me like it's some sort of 'Gotcha!". 


You will literally just be blocked like the rest of the ableist 


assholes who've already tried it. 


If you play dungeons and dragons, it's your responsability to 
make your games not be ableist, even if it means breaking the 


rules.". 


End ID.] 


I do not fucking care what the ableist rules are in Dungeons of 
Dragons. Do not fucking throw ableist rules for a game I have 
never and will never play at me on a post I made so that people 
could learn how to make their settings less ableist. If the rules in 
Dungeons and Dragons are ableist, then fucking change them. If 
you don't want to change them, then stop fucking playing an 


ableist game. 


Disabled people deserve to see ourselves represented in fiction just 
like everyone else, without any fucking requirements that we be 


"cured" or "fixed" before the story ends. 


How the fuck would you feel if a trans and gay character's whole 
story revolved around going on a quest to become straight and cis, 


did so, and only then was allowed to live happily ever after? 


Why do you fucking think suggesting people write stories about 
disabled people going on a quest to be cured because it's the only 


way they'll ever be happy is any less fucking offensive? 


Also: 


This post is NOT a place for you to talk about how disabled people 
in fiction should have the option of curing their disabilities. It's just 
not. That's the fucking default for this society. That is not a 
revolutionary concept. It's not novel. We fucking know this society 
wants us gone. A post about how disabled people deserve 
representation is not the place to talk about how "Well, actually, in 


fiction disabled people should be cured!" Like that's not the fucking 


Edit #4: 


Everyone needs to stop tagging this singing praise for Fullmetal 
Alchemist. A story that uses disability as a punishment and the 
characters are on a quest to cure their disabilities is not the amazing 
representation you're all claiming it is Just because the character who 
is only disabled because of DIVINE PUNISHMENT uses 


prosthetics. 


Read this post, and this one. Fullmetal Alchemist is a hell of a lot 


more ableist than you people are letting on. 


